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Citation – Lillian Howard
Honorary Degree Recipient – Royal Roads University Fall 2021 Convocation
[bookmark: _Hlk84337419]Lillian Howard comes from a long line of leaders, of chiefs and matriarchs originating from the place where Europeans first contacted the original inhabitants of this island, the village of Yuquot at the mouth of what we now call Nootka Sound. 

We recognize, Lillian, that you are a residential school survivor, sent in the mid 1950s to the Christie Indian Residential School, near Tofino; the Nootka Day School at Yuquot; and in the mid 1960s, the Mission Indian Residential School. We acknowledge here the pain of these experiences on your younger self, pain that you and all survivors of these traumas still carry.

And yet, Lil, you grew into a woman with a strong drive to heal wounds, to repair what had been damaged, to connect even with those institutions whose legislation caused so much pain. You have been indomitable, making significant contributions to your community, to British Columbia and to Canada. 

You were co-chief negotiator for the Nuu-chah-nulth Framework Agreement between Canada, BC and the 13 members of the Nuu-chah-nulth tribal council in the 1990s.

You managed the treaty process for the Snuneymuxw and Oweekeno First Nations and worked for the Assembly of First Nations and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs. You were involved with Justice Tom Berger’s McKenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry.

In 1980, you helped organize the Constitutional Express, a cross-country train journey that galvanized support for stronger protection for First Nations rights just prior to the repatriation of the Constitution to Canada.  

You have been active in the Idle no More movement, and joined Attawapiskat Chief Theresa Spence in her hunger strike, fasting for more than 30 days until Chief Spence broke her own fast.

You’ve sat on the Board of EAGLE, Canada's first aboriginal-environmental charitable law organization and served as Chair of the Institute of Indigenous Government, Canada's first autonomous, Indigenous-controlled public post-secondary institution. I

You’ve also been Executive Director of the Vancouver Aboriginal Community Policing Centre, taught at the Justice Institute of BC, and been an advisor for the provincial Public Health Service Authority while providing support services to indigenous patients and their families at BC Women's Hospital. 

You’ve acted as a volunteer at the Aboriginal Front Door Society in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside community and been the co-chair of Vancouver’s Urban Aboriginal Advisory Committee.

I first met Lillian in 2004, when she applied to attend the then-new RRU Masters of Arts program in Environmental Education and Communication. She was a keen and engaged member of that cohort, and so clearly exemplified the kind of student that Royal Roads can be proud of attracting. In 2007, as she was nearing the completion of her MA thesis under the supervision of Professor Brian White, I wrote to our Vice-President Academic, Dr. Steve Grundy, that “Some day, RRU may see fit to give her an honorary doctorate…”

And here we are today.

It has been a deep honour for me, in the presence of your family and Chiefs, to see you receive this honour. 

Lillian, you exemplify the best of Royal Roads’ values. A lifelong learner and leader, you are dedicated to sustainability, communication and conflict resolution, leadership and fostering understanding and reconciliation. 

For your contributions as a humble and inspirational activist and leader in reconciliation, it is my great honour to present you to the Chancellor for the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.
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